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Our Philosophy:
The philosophy statement of Sebastopol Early Education Centre:
We would like to recognise the traditional owners of this land the Wathaurong people on whose land we build our community today.
Preamble:
The service is operated by a parent advisory committee for the local community and surrounding areas. The service aims to reflect the values and needs of the community by providing an integrated Kindergarten and Long Day Care Service that is committed to excellence in the provision of care and educational programs.
The service is committed to providing a safe and engaging learning environment for all children and demonstrates a strong commitment to uphold the child safe standards in our practices.
Our programs are guided by the Victorian Early Years Learning and Developmental Framework, Socio Cultural learning theories of Vygotsky, Malaguzi, and Bronfenbrenner.
In relation to families:
We recognise that families are a child’s first teacher and we respect each others’ practice, skills and expertise. Partnerships with families are a vital aspect of the service and we aim to create a sense of belonging for our families which supports their children’s wellbeing.  Cultural values and beliefs are respected and acknowledged throughout our interactions with families and within our programs. We aim to create a warm and inviting atmosphere where families feel welcomed and supported to share their child’s learning and development journey.
In relation to children:
We value that children learn in many different ways and that relationships and participation are central to learning. Children are considered as active agents and contributors in their social groups and share their strengths and knowledge with others. “ Responsive learning relationships with all children support them to learn successfully” (VEYLDF 2016, p21). The service sees the children as confident and involved learners from birth and respects that all children have abilities to reach their full potential.



 In relation to our Educators and Teachers:
We consider our educators to be researchers within the learning environment and are facilitators in igniting children’s interest and curiosity in the broader world. Learning is a collaboration between the educators and children. Our educators value uniqueness and differences in each other and that of the children and this is reflected in our relationships with others. Educators see the needs of children as an integral part of our daily interactions to further children’s strengths and potential. We are dedicated to continual improvement through critical reflection of our own practices and procedures.
In relation to the learning environment:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our programs are play based with many opportunities for exploration and new discoveries. The environment is recognised for it’s potential to inspire children to explore and be active participants in their individual learning. Inviting play spaces are offered to encourage communication and collaboration amongst the children and educators. The materials and resources in our rooms are derived from the natural world and is looked upon as an influential teacher (Malaguzi). We encourage an awareness of environmental sustainability through our resources and practices in the service.
In relation to our community:
 The service is aware of the diversity of our community and acknowledges and values the diverse life styles, family life and cultures that it encompasses. We believe that community involvement and participation enables children to become active citizens that have a connection to the community and the broader world.
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